


by Stacy Weber, Ph.D. Student

WEBER PUBLISHES ETHICS PAPER ON 
DISIBILITY AND ACCESS

Stacy Weber’s article titled Disability and Accessibility: 
Ethical Implications for the Clinical Psychologist was 
recently published in The Register Report, Spring 2009 
edition. The article discusses the history and relevant 
legislation that led to the disability rights movement as 
well as the unique needs and social and environmental 
issues raised when working with individuals with disabili-
ties. Ethical issues in psychology arise in areas such as 
funding, accommodations for clients, research practices, 
and training of  psychologists. These issues must be 
navigated carefully using the APA Code of  Ethics and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act in order to provide 
appropriate, nondiscriminatory services to people with 
disabilities. Finally, Stacy provides recommendations for 
further training and education opportunities for students 
and professionals in clinical psychology. For a copy of  
the article, please contact Stacy at sweber@pgsp.edu or 
read it online at www.nationalregister.org.

by Satoko Kimpara, Ph.D. Student

KIMPARA AUTHORS ADAPTATION ARTICLE
FOR JAPANESE STRESS DICTIONARY 

I was asked by Dr. Akira Tsuda, president of  the Interna-
tional Committee at the Japanese Society of  Health 
Psychology to write an article about “adaptation” and 
“maladaptation” in the Dictionary of  Stress Manage-
ment. The article was titled What is adaptive and what is 
avoidant coping strategies for stress management? I was 
aided by my mentor, Dr. Larry E. Beutler, and used his 
developmental psychology (integration of  clinical 
psychology and coping) in order to consider human 
being’s survival mechanisms through matching interven-
tions that respect individual differences beyond social 
phenomena. Psychological adaptation, which may be a 
separate evolutionary process, enables individuals to 
enhance their optimal well-being and healthy community 
involvement. This process requires numerous genera-
tions to accomplish as well as a diverse environment in 
accordance with Darwin’s theory. 
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by Lindsey Hogan, Ph.D. Student

THE ROLE OF REINFORCEMENT IN
AIRPORT SECURITY SCREENING 

I conducted an experiment on the role of  reinforcement 
in airport security screening for my college thesis and 
recently published the results in the Journal of  Organiza-
tional Behavior Management as the primary author. The 
data was partially presented as an invited address at the 
Terrorism Prevention Symposium at the Applied Behav-
ior Analysis convention at San Diego in May of  2007. 
The results of  the study were covered by the local news.

The article, recently published in the Spring of  2009, 
explores the role of  operant conditioning (in this case, 
signal detection) in maintaining individual’s sustained 
attention on visually demanding and monotonous tasks 
such as airport security screening. The results demon-
strated that when individuals are provided with the 
opportunity to identify a visual target regularly, they 
maintain higher rates of  attentive search behavior than 
when they do not have the opportunity to 
identify targets. 

It is hoped that this discovery will incite further research 
in this area as well as inform the training and manage-
ment of  workers performing visual search tasks. For 
example, the results suggest that planting artificial signals 
for workers, setting goals for signal detection perfor-
mance, and rewarding high performance may be in 
helpful in improving the performance of  Transportation 
Security Administration agents. 

PHOTO: Lindsey Hogan
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by Malik Muhammad, Ph.D. Student

PHOTO: Malik Muhammad and Tutankhamun 

My experiences while on internship as a Medical 
Psychology Intern at Duke University Medical Center 
have been notable. I have evaluated and observed the 
resection of  invasive brain tumors by surgeons that 
operated on Senators and national politicians. I worked 
closely with these individuals coordinating the mental 
health care of  patients suffering from this disorder. I 
respect and am respected by my patients, their families, 
my colleagues and supervisions as a medical 
psychology intern. 

During one notable evaluation, I was introduced to the 
patient as a “psych-intern” to which the patient sponta-
neously responded, “What’s wrong, am I crazy?” The 
experienced attending in his wisdom laughed and simply 
said “No, Malik is here to make sure I’m not crazy.” 
Similarly, on my chronic pain rotation, I evaluate and 
treat patients with intractable suffering due to injury, 
disease, or birth defects. The rotation is the most intense 
training experience I have had. Although it is profession-
ally challenging, it is personally rewarding. 

The best analogy for these experiences is living the 
fantasy created by TV shows like House or ER. The 
attending is quite involved in every case and his first 
words after every one of  my evaluations is, “give me all 
five axis and justify your reasoning for each.” He then 
asked “and how are you going to treat these issues?” 
This system was intimidating at first, but now represents 
an opportunity for me to display the significant skills and 
knowledge of  psychology that I have gained over 
my internship. 

MY INTERNSHIP AT DUKE MEDICAL

by Kathryn DeLonga, Psy.D. Student

In April, I had the opportunity to present a poster at the 
30th Annual Meeting & Scientific Sessions of  the Society 
of  Behavioral Medicine (SBM) in Montréal, Canada. I 
attended the conference on behalf  of  PGSP-Stanford 
Psy.D. Consortium faculty, Cheryl Koopman, Ph.D. and 
Cheryl Gore-Felton, Ph.D., and student co-authors, Ken 
Gladstone, Alex Barrad, and Scott Huckaby, along with 
co-authors Susanne Lee, M.PH., and Hectór 
Torres, Psy.D.

The poster, HIV Risk Factors Among Young Men Who 
Have Sex With Men, highlighted a pilot study conducted 
by Dr. Gore-Felton and Dr. Torres and funded by a 
NIH/NIMH Center Grant. Analyzing questionnaire data 
from a sample of  53 adolescent males recruited through 
the Milwaukee Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 
Community Center, we looked at predictors of  past-year 
unprotected anal intercourse. Our findings illustrate key 
HIV risk factors within this sample, and emphasize the 
need to investigate risk factors specific to these highly 
vulnerable subgroups.

by David Dinishak, Ph.D. Student

David Dinishak, a third-year Ph.D. student who is 
training at the Palo Alto VA and Stanford University, 
recently presented data from a paper on which he is first 
author at the Arteriosclerosis, Thrombosis, and Vascular 
Biology (ATVB) Annual Conference in Washington, 
D.C. held from April 28 to May 1, 2009. David’s poster 
presentation highlighted a novel method of  neuroimag-
ing analysis regarding postoperative neuropsychological 
dysfunction and microemboli. 

Some cognitive dysfunction is thought to be a direct 
consequence of  intraoperative brain ischemia, which is 
predominantly induced by multiple microemboli entering 
venous and arterial blood flow during carotid interven-
tions such as carotid stenting and carotid endarterec-
tomy. David is involved in both the brain imaging 
analysis and clinical administration of  neuropsychologi-
cal tests in a research study with patients undergoing 
carotid interventions at the Palo Alto VA.

DELONGA PRESENTS HIV POSTER AT
SBM CONFERENCE IN MONTRÉAL

DINISHAK PRESENTS BRAIN IMAGING 
STUDY AT ATVB CONFERENCE



We wish to recognize the following PGSP 
students for their recent awards and honors:

Malique Carr, Ph.D. Student
Distinguished Student Service Award given by 

Division 12 of the APA to Honor a Graduate 
Student in Clinical Psychology who has made 

Outstanding Service Contributions to the 
Profession and Community

Mylea Charvat, Ph.D. Student
Special Contribution Award for her work with

the War Related Illness and Injury Study Center
at the Palo Alto/Menlo Park, VA

Zeno Franco, John Holman,
& Kathy Blau, Ph.D. Students 

Information Systems for Crisis Response
and Management Best Paper Award

Megan Jones, Psy.D. Student
Academy for Eating Disorders/NIMH Early Career 

Investigator Travel Fellowship for the 2009
International Conference on Eating Disorders

Cristin Runfola, Ph.D. Student
Academy of Eating Disorders Early Career

Investigator Travel Fellowship funded by the 
National Institute of Mental Health

HONORS AND AWARDS
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PH.D. STUDENTS TO TOUR HUMAN RIGHTS
STRUGGLES IN UGANDA 

Come July, PGSP will prove itself  to be a legitimate 
community of  international activists.  We are growing a 
group of  future psychologists that are willing to go to 
the front-lines and bear witness to the most deplorable 
of  human rights violations, and are committed to 
sending the message that we will not stand for it. A total 
of  eight Ph.D. students (Carol Becker, Siobhan Budwey, 
Angel Daniels, Casey DiRaimondo, Michael Epstein,  
Tony Masini, Monica Parkins, and Andi Scott) will be 
traveling to Uganda this summer to learn more about the 
human trafficking, slavery, child soldiering, and exploita-
tion that occurs there on a massive scale. In addition to 
forming relationships upon which to build future 
research and advocacy, we will be showing the Ugandan 
people that their stories will be heard, and that they do 
matter.  To learn more or to find out how you can help, 
email angeljdaniels@gmail.com. 

Community, Etc.

by Toni Masini, Ph.D. Student

FROM THE LEFT: Frantz Moise, John Holman, Tony Masini, Chris Barr, & Stuart Red 

The PGSP Inline Hockey Team was started last year by a 
group of  PGSP students who had little or no hockey 
experience but who were looking for a fun and athletic 
way to cope with the stress associated with graduate 
school. Thanks to generous contributions from both the 
faculty and staff  the team was started and has been 
playing for the past year. The team struggled at first, not 
winning their first game until the second season, but 
finished this past season to place second at 5-5. If  you 
are interested in joining or would just like to come out 
and support the team please contact: Tony Masini at 
tonymasini@gmail.com

PGSP INLINE HOCKEY FINISHES SEASON AT 5-5

by Angel Daniels, Ph.D. Student

STUDENTS HOLD CONGO TEACH-IN

In response to the devastating violence perpetrated upon 
females in the Congo, a student group put on a teach-in 
this past May 11th. Approximately forty people attended 
the event. David Baskin, Britney Blair, Ken Gladstone, 
Nida Mirza, Natalie Todd, and Nicole Wernimont 
worked together throughout the year with Dr. William 
Froming to understand the history and impact of  
genocide and political violence.  

As our focus shifted from historical events to current 
atrocities, we found ourselves moved by the many 
thousands of  instances of  rape and torture taking place 
annually in the Democratic Republic of  Congo.  Reports 
suggest 50% of  survivors are girls under 18, their bodies 
often left in disrepair. At the event, we provide a histori-
cal context to explain the current situation and to 
provide opportunities for action.  

by Ken Gladstone, Psy.D. Student




